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Annual Report
C i t y  o f  B i d d e f o r d
for fiscal year
Beginning December 1, 1940
j  • *  '  t x  "  "  v .  ‘  • *
and Ending November 30, 1941
Louis B. L a u s i e r  
Mayor
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MAYOR’S INAUGURAL ADDRESS
G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l :
For the seventh consecutive time, the duly elected repre-
sentatives of the people o f the City of Biddeford have 
assembled to organize a new government, and to chart a 
course which will carry us onward to a success which will be 
in keeping with the successes of those worthy governments 
which have preceded us. Confident that we shall not fail in 
the duties which we now assume, it becomes my duty as the 
newly elected mayor to address you and to make whatever 
recommendations I deem necessary for the better conduct of 
this government in order that the people o f our city may not 
lose that much appreciated confidence in this democracy 
which they have so generously shown during the past six
years. Our oaths of office have been taken, and we have
begun to function at a time which may be the most critical 
in the history of our country. The black clouds of venom and 
hate are engulfing nearly all the world, with what result no 
man can determine, and it behooves us as members of a 
goyerning body to analyze with great care and consideration 
all matters which will come before us lest perhaps one error
might lead us in the wrong direction. This must not be a
partisan government. In this time of stress and doubt, there
can be no room for political rancor; only the better interests
" ;  1 ••• '  r . - . . .
o f  this city, the State and, above all, the nation must be 
considered.
The Democratic party, since it came into power in 1935, 
has had many major problems to solve, and each one has been 
brought to a settlement satisfactory to all o f our people. The 
administrators have shown administrative ability of a very 
high order, and because of this record for honest, efficient
6and economical government, the Democratic party i-> con-
tinued in power and will continue just so long as this policy is 
carried out, and, with this uppermost in my mind, I ask that 
you give especial attention to the expenditure of the tax-
payer’s money in every department o f the city.
Since we were chosen, it has been the policy to reduce the 
tax rate, and for the past few years we have succeeded in 
reducing the tax rate one mill yearly, and I ask that this be 
continued this year. This will necessarily cause a restriction 
in outlay in many departments consistent with proper 
efficiency.
As to tax collections, I would recommend that the collector 
be instructed to make a list of these slow-paying accounts
* .  7 *  "  • ' V  . .
and arrange a budget payment so that the full amount would 
not be such a burden upon the taxpayer at the close of the 
year. Taxes are assessed against taxpayers for the purposes 
of conducting the different departments of the government, 
and if at the close of the year there are many delinquents, a 
sufficient amount of money is not then obtained to carry on, 
with a consequent result o f overdraft. No taxpayer should 
be relieved of the payment of tax unless there is a sufficient 
cause. This decision must be made by the board of assessors 
after hearing the statements presented, and an abatement 
warrant should be in the hands of the collector before the 
close of the year. It is certainly not fair to the taxpayer who 
has to strive for some time to get together a sufficient amount 
to pay his tax, to allow another taxpayer who may have 
greater resources the opportunity to endeavor to escape his 
part of the tax burden.
In the inaugural addresses of the previous mayors, the 
attention of the councillors has been called to the serious 
financial condition which was found by the first Democratic 
Administration in 1935, and I wish also at this time to remind 
you of this condition, which came about on account ofj
incompetence and lack of attention to detail in government.
i
*This is an obligation which I am satisfied you will assume 
in a strict sense of responsibility and with this object lesson 
always before us and with your earnest desire to watch closely 
the activities in all departments of the city, that no debacle 
of this nature could occur. Men succeed on account of profit-
ing by the errors o f the past, and I ask that you give every 
possible attention to the supervision of each department of 
this city.
The record o f the previous administration, ending Novem-
ber 30, 1940, has been truly a most remarkable one under 
the wise and efficient direction of Mayor W ilfrid Landry. 
The city has gone on a strict, businesslike and economical 
manner, with a resultant record of debt reduction during 
this administration of $47,443.'2d and an aggregate debt 
reduction for the entire six years of democratic control of 
$265,635.22. Bonds paid amount to $255,500.00, and there 
is on deposit on account o f  payments to the Sinking Fund of 
$10,000.00 each year, the sum of $64,874.41 which at a later
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date will be applied to the payment of an issue of bonds of 
$200,000.00 maturing in 1949 for which no provision was 
made for serial payments. I feel that our people are support-
ing this policy of the Democratic party wholeheartedly and 
are anxious for its continuance, and I wish to pledge myself 
and to ask your cooperation to bring about a record of debt
.. ■} .  s"  "   ' ' . - V
reduction that will be in keeping with the work of previous 
administrations, with the end in view, a glorious objective, 
o f paying the entire bonded debt of the City of Biddeford 
within the next nine years. This is a man’s job, and I feel 
that with the continuing support of our people, we will be 
able to reach this goal. Improvements, o f course, can be 
made during this period and at the same time carry out our 
policy o f debt reduction.
I ask that you keep in mind a policy of the location of 
parks within our city area, particularly for the benefit of 
children. It is possible that one of these each year might be
. . I  \  L  >v “ „  % ' ' '
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8established so that at the end of a ten-year period we would 
have a system of parks which would be an object of beauty 
and a delight to all our people.
As I look into the future of our city, no great major prob-
lems are in sight, and, with the continuing prosperity of our 
local industries, I feel that we should have a very successful 
twelve-month period. Labor, necessarily, will be in demand, 
which will bring about a happier condition of our people. I 
am greatly interested in the employment of our own people 
in our own industries as a preferential procedure at a wage 
that will be sufficient to maintain the average family on the 
present plan of living now enjoyed by the average American 
citizen. I am concerned also regarding the health of our 
women and children, who are employed in Biddeford indus-
tries to the extent that endurance must be considered.
The controversy with the Biddeford and Saco Railroad 
Company, after an extended period of negotiations, has 
finally been brought to a close by an agreement reached with 
this company for the payment of $15,000.00 on account of 
work which had been performed by the city and material 
furnished in repairing the roadway which had become unsafe 
on account of the removal of the tracks, and also the pro-
vision which may come in the future for the removal of the 
tracks within our business area of the city. This is indeed a 
happy settlement of this matter and frees the railroad com-
pany of any further obligation for the maintenance of the 
area, which had been placed under their supervision under 
the provisions of the charter granted to them by the 
legislature.
Street Department
The activities o f the Street Department have been many 
and varied. A  large amount o f work ha^been done all over 
the city, and 1 feel that I can say that our streets and side-
walks are in the best condition that they have been for many

years. On account of unemployment conditions, it was 
necessary to keep this department functioning- in the most 
effective manner to provide work for those who were un-
fortunate and who perhaps might be a burden on our welfare 
department. This policy naturally would produce a certain 
amount of overdraft which was unavoidable under the circum-
stances and, because of this, I feel that it is necessary to call 
to your attention in the summary account the work which 
has been done by the department during the past year. Many 
streets and roads have been graded, gravelled and rolled. 
Seven hundred feet o f ditch has been constructed on the 
Newtown road and Round Hill street. Four hundred feet 
of curbing has been reset on Jefferson street and the sidewalk 
set back two feet, thereby widening Jefferson street at the 
intersection of Jefferson and Alfred streets. This is a great 
improvement, materially assisting traffic on these two avenues. 
150 feet of new curbing has been laid on Acorn street, 50 
feet on Pike street, and on the River road and Proctor road 
there have been built 500 feet o f gravel construction. Im-
provements on these two roads have been carried on for the 
previous three years. 150 feet of asphalt sidewalk has been 
constructed on Pine street, 1200 feet on Hooper street, 60 
feet on Union street, 150 feet on Acorn street, 250 feet on 
School street, 200 feet on Pool street, 50 feet on Pike street 
and 450 feet on Jefferson street. This sidewalk construction 
is o f material benefit to the city inasmuch as in a great many 
areas where these sidewalks have been constructed homes 
have been built along the line on account o f the improved 
condition o f the streets, from which the city derives a regular 
tax each year. The principal avenues of travel have been 
resurfaced with two applications of tar. 70,750 gallons of 
tar have been applied on these streets, and 7,980 gallons of 
cold patch has been used. In the department of sewers and 
drains, 400 feet of 8-inch pipe have been laid on Roberts 
street, 75 feet o f pipe on Union street, 380 feet on Clarendon 
street, 150 feet on West street, and 300 feet on Acorn and 
Pike streets and 200 feet on Dearborn avenue. 47 new and
rebuilt sewer pockets have been placed in position in different 
sections o f this city. J recommend a continuance of this policy 
in keeping our streets and sidewalks in proper condition. A  
more detailed statement of the activities o f this department 
may be had by any of our taxpayers by obtaining a copy of 
our City Report for the year ending November 30, 1940.
W . P. A. Department
This department has shown a record of efficiency which is 
most commendable, and a great amount o f  work has been 
done under its supervision which has been of great benefit 
to the city without incurring the expense that would be 
necessary if we were compelled to do this work wholly out 
o f city funds. The Federal Government furnishes the labor 
for all the different projects which are approved by the W . P. A. 
Department, the city simply furnishing the material, and by 
this means we have made a great improvement in different 
sections of the city, notably in the southern part of the city 
where the storm sewer has been constructed, and which has 
drained that entire area, which has been a detriment to 
progress in this section. Since this project has been put into 
operation, a great many new and beautiful homes have been 
built here, and in a short time a sufficient amount of tax 
revenue will be obtained from the property to wholly reim-
burse the city for whatever material has been furnished for 
the construction of this project, which is to be continued this 
year, so that the State Highway No. 1 may be properly 
drained, and a continuing line has been surveyed by Libby 
& Dow, the engineers, so that this area also will be taken 
care of by the opening of this storm sewer line and carrying 
it along Greenwood Cemetery to Milebrook, relieving the 
danger hazard that now exists on Route No. 1 after each 
heavy storm. This whole Storm Sewer Project has been 
constructed under the supervision of Libby & Dow, civil 
engineers, and what has been done has been carried out under 
their supervision, with the idea of obtaining a properly con-
10
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structed sewer system, and it is doing its work exactly in 
accordance with their recommendations.
The Sewing Project has employed approximately 50 people 
during the year, at an expense to the city of $5,696.69. The 
various articles o f  clothing which have been made in this 
department have been turned over to the welfare department 
and have been distributed to the needy of our city. The 
Streets and Sidewalks Project has given employment to 
approximately 38 men, and 27,545 feet of asphalt sidewalk 
have been constructed. 815 feet of 24-inch reinforced con-
crete pipe have been laid on Atlantic avenue and connected 
with the storm sewer line. On Hill street, 1049 feet of 8-inch 
pipe have been laid, and 176 feet of 12-inch pipe and 300 feet 
of 18-inch pipe. This carries the house drainage to the Sum-
mer street sewer and is of sufficient depth to adequately drain 
the cellars o f this area. 425 feet have been laid on Round 
Plill street and 346 feet o f 30-inch pipe on Prospect street 
and 475 feet o f 8-inch pipe on Aurore avenue. One of the 
major projects in this department is the work done on the 
Goodwin’s Mills road, the construction of this project being 
started July 24th with 41 men. One and four-tenths miles 
of roadway has been constructed, curves have been eliminated 
and ledge blasted. This project has not yet been completed. 
Material so far purchased amounts to $8,502.88. This project 
when completed will produce a roadway which will be a 
great improvement in this section. This department has been 
conducted very efficiently. The Federal Government has paid 
the labor charge o f  $88,625.63, and the city furnished material 
amounting to $38,052.26.
i - • A - . . • • . * , •*»' J j _ • * '
Welfare Department
Our W elfare Department has been conducted in the same 
efficient manner as in the previous year, and every attention 
possible has been given to those who are unfortunate and in 
need of help from this department. Expenditures are care-
fully guarded and all applications minutely examined to
i
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determine the need of assistance by the city. The Homestead, 
under the same management as the former year, has been 
conducted in a manner that has been noted by many of our 
citizens. Unfortunates who are obliged to ask the city for 
care and sustenance are treated with every consideration pos-
sible, and I can say that their care is in excellent hands. The 
city owns 185 acres of land here, and the record of the crops 
produced shows that very careful attention has been given by 
the Superintendent to this part of the work, and 1 wish to 
refer those who might be interested to the City Report, 
which gives in detail the farm products raised, which I 
believe is an excellent record.
School Department
The School Department under the supervision of the Board 
of Education has shown the same efficiency in its work as has 
been noted in former years. This Board is elected by the 
people and is subject to the government only in the matter 
of finances. Purchases of supplies and regulating courses of 
study are wholly within their control. The very high standard 
of efficiency maintained in our schools is a credit to Superin-
tendent A. Alton Garcelon, Jr., and the excellent corps of 
teachers whose ambition is to bring about a greater perfection 
in their work, building the young minds and fitting them into 
an everyday world to become good American citizens.
It is with a feeling of considerable satisfaction that I desire 
to call your attention to the report of the principal of the eve-
ning school which has again begun its sessions after a lapse of 
10 years. This report shows that at the opening of the school, 
Monday evening December 4, 1939, 71 were present and con-
tinued for 20 weeks, instructions being given each evening in 
the elementary subjects, reading, writing and arithmetic and 
it is interesting to note the improvements obtained in many 
cases during one year of evening school. I believe that this 
should be a permanent addition to our Public School System
13
inasmuch as it affords an opportunity for those who are defi-
cient in the fundamentals of education to obtain a foundation 
upon which they may build in the future. With this thought 
in mind I merely wish to call attention to the records of so 
many of our successful men in this country who had very little 
opportunity for obtaining even the fundamentals of education, 
but nevertheless having obtained these they built upon this 
structure a magnificent future.
The opportunity afforded the alien to become acquainted 
with our school system and our American customs is to be 
commended, and the sincere effort made by those in attend-
ance to learn is noted by every instructor. Many of these have 
become proficient in reading and writing in a single school 
year. America needs this institution to bring the alien to a 
better understanding of our American ideals.
Fire Department
This department is under the very efficient direction of a 
Board o f Engineers and is a credit to our city. Our citizens 
may be assured that on account of the present excellent record 
for efficiency that their lives and property will be properly 
protected. The Department closed the year with a very small 
overdraft o f $261.87 which was unavoidable on account of 
the purchase of 1,000 feet o f hose for which no provision was 
made in the appropriation list.
Police Department
This Department whose duty it is to protect the lives and 
the property o f  our citizens has been conducted during the 
past six years in a manner that has merited the approval of 
all law-abiding citizens o f  this city. It has made a record 
which has been commented upon by the heads of departments 
in other sections o f  the State, and also by the State Police 
Department o f  Maine. It consists o f  9 regular, 6 special, a 
night traffic officer and 2 deskmen supervised by a Board of
14
3 Commissioners elected by the people o f this city. The han-
dling o f the finances o f  this department is all that the most 
exacting taxpayer could desire, but as we all know, regardless 
o f  the efficiency which has been shown in this department, the 
Legislature of the State of Maine did pass an act to place our 
Police Department under state control from which an appeal 
was taken to the highest tribunal of Maine, the people, and on 
September 9, 1940, the result of the voting was as follows: 
Yes (>9,699, No 67,432, a Yes majority o f 2,207. A  petition 
was seasonably filed asking for an inspection o f the ballots 
cast and as a result of this inspection a recount of 289 pre-
cincts was requested. This request was granted and as a result 
of this recount by the Governor and Executive Council, it was 
declared by the Governor and Council that the Yes vote wasj
in the majority by five votes. On account of the closeness of 
the votes, the Municipal Officers of Biddeford requested the 
privilege of examining the tally sheets ; this inspection re-
vealed two errors, one in the town of Gorham of 10 votes and 
one in W ard 3 in the City of South Portland of 10 votes, both 
in favor of No, showing conclusively a majority for the N O E S 
of 15 votes. Governor Barrows then advised that in order to 
be fair to both sides he must order a recount of the remaining 
precincts ; this being so obvious that on December 22nd, Gov-
ernor Barrows admitted that the No vote had then, a majority 
of 15. A  recount of the remaining precincts not previously 
counted was had with the result that on December 30th, it is 
reported by the Governor and Executive Council that the \ es 
vote was 29,513 and the No vote 30,155, a majority for the 
Noes of 642 votes. The previous recount of the other pre- 
cincts of the State was declared a majority of 5 votes for Yes.
Putting the two recount figures declared by the Governor and 
Council together, and subtracting the 5 Yes majority obtained 
in the first recount from the 642 No majority in the second 
recount, there should be a net majority in the entire State of 
637 votes in favor of the N O E S ; this is the story of this 
entire matter as 1 understand it. These figures arc given to
15
the people of Biddeford which, I believe, they should be kept 
informed about, and for their consideration and to assure 
them that no work has been left undone nor will anything 
be neglected to protect the rights and interests of the Inhabi-
tants of the City of Biddeford.
In conclusion, let me say that, on this day when the world 
is full to overflowing of bitterness and strife and the heritage 
is in danger of being suppressed in the greater part of this 
world of ours, and the heavy hand of might and force is bear-
ing down heavily on many of the free people of the earth 
whose freedom was just as sacred to them as the glowing 
light of liberty is treasured by all of the people in this God-
fearing land of ours. May we harken back and be encouraged 
by the admonition of the Prince of Peace two thousand years 
ago that “ Those who take the sword shall perish by the 
sw ord / ’ There is hope therein that the Creator of all men 
and all nations will not permit liberty and righteousness to 
perish from the earth, and it is with this hope and in the spirit 
o f this day that I extend to you and to all of the people of 
the City of Biddeford my wish for a most happy and pros-
perous New Year.
January 1, 1 941.
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AUDITOR’S REPORT
December 8, 1941.
H o n o r a b l e  L o u i s  B. L a u s i e r ,  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  
t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l ,  B i d d e f o r d ,  M a i n e .
Gentlemen:
Pursuant to your request by Council Order, dated Novem-
ber 3, 194.1, we have examined the records o f the City of 
Biddeford as kept by the Treasurer, Tax Collector and City 
Auditor for the municipal year ended November 30, 1941, 
and submit herewith the following statements and schedules:
Comments
Exhibit A  Comparative Balance Sheet
B Treasurer’s Account 
C 1941 Valuation and Commitment 
D Report of Prior Years’ Taxes 
E Statement of Appropriation Accounts
Schedule 1 Reconciliation of Treasurer’s Cash Balance
2 Uncollected Taxes
% ’
3 Tax Liens and Deeds
4 Departmental Accounts Receivable
o Board of Sinking Fund Commissioners 
G Trust Funds— Savings Deposits
7 Analysis of Change in Net Debt
8 Bonded Debt
9 Analysis o f Change in Net Bonded Debt 
10 Annual Bond Payments, 1942-1952
In our opinion, subject to the comments submitted, the 
accompanying statements fairly reflect the financial condition 
of the city as of November 30, 1941, and the result of its 
operations for the year.
Respectfully submitted,
S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A u d i t
H a r o l d  E. C r a w f o r d ,
Municipal Auditor.
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COMMENTS
Cash:
All cash recorded as received was found to be properly 
substantiated by receipts and deposited in the bank.
Expenditures were made by check from properly author-
ized warrants.
The cash balance was reconciled with the balance on deposit 
November 29, 1941, as per bank statement.
Petty Cash:
The cash fund in custody of the Tax Collector, available 
for change purposes, was verified by actual count.
The 1941 tax commitment to the Collector was examined
and as far as could be ascertained, the entire commitment was
• . * . .. • *
accounted for either in cash, properly authorized abatements 
as cash, or still remains outstanding on the tax records, sub-
stantiated by detail lists on file in the office of the Collector.
The unpaid tax items applicable to previous years’ commit-
ments to the Collector were checked in detail and are subs tan-•‘ ' l
tiated by detailed lists on file in the office of the Collector. 
Tax Liens and Deeds:
t
The record of tax liens and deeds was examined and all 
payments recorded were checked in detail to the cash records. 
The total amount was in agreement with the corresponding 
control accounts in the general ledger.
Accounts Receivable:
The receivables, by departments, are shown by Schedule 4. 
Based on the results obtained during the year, it is suggested 
that the special effort be continued in order that the outstand-
ing accounts receivable for curbing may be reduced to a 
minimum.
Sinking Fund:
This fund was increased during the year by the amount o f 
the annual appropriation of $10,000.00 and by the amount of 
interest credited bv the bank.
Trust Funds:
These funds were verified by examination of the savings 
bank books. The decrease in the total income received, as 
compared to the previous year, is accounted for in the change 
of dates on which interest is credited by the banks.
Bonds Payable:
The serial bonds paid from the current year’s appropria-
tion amounted to $47,500.00, the detail of which is shown by 
Schedule 9. *
General:
The annual reports submitted by the several departments 
were found to be in agreement with the books of the City 
Auditor.
It was reported that all bills submitted had been paid.
In connection with our examination, we made a test-check 
o f  all bookkeeping records and other supporting evidence, but 
did not make a detailed audit of all financial transactions.
IE X H IB IT  A 
COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET
19
Assets
>
Subsidiary
Schedules: November 30, 3940 November 30, 1941
Cash:i
1 General ...............$ 10, 985. 39 $ 73, 276. 22
Petty   150. 00 150. 00
------------------ $ 11, 3-35. 39------------------$ 73, 426. 22
2 Uncollected Taxes  $220, 604. 85 $231, 971. 91
3 Tax Liens and Deeds .. 53, 644. 48 52, 085. 95
$274,249.33 $264,057.86
Less Reserve for Un-
collectible   57,243.98 65,975.15
------------------ 217,005.35------------------  198,082.71
4 Accounts Receivable .... ' 4,731.56 1,454.66
5 Sinking Fund— Savings
Deposits   64,874.43 76,345.74
6 Trust Funds Invested—
Savings Deposits .. 15,819.20 16,080.06
Total Assets   $313,565.91 $365,389.39
’ . * * ;• 0
Overdraft Balances:
School Department .. $3,935.86
Highway Department 4,634.40 $10,855.09
 -----------  8,570.26 10,855.09
$322,136.17 $376,244.48
7 Net Debt   367,942.18 261,166.29
Combined Assets,
Overdraft Balances,
and Net Debt   $690,078.35 $637,410.77
' i ' . ‘ • * . • • \  '
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E x h i b i t  A
Liabilities
Subsidiary
Schedules: November 30, 1940 November 30, 1941
S Bonds Payable:
%
Funding  $214, 500. 00 $187, 000. 00
Refunding .....................  320, 000. 00 310. 000. 00
High School Annex 20, 000. 00 10, 000. 00
------------------ $554, 500. 00------------------ $507, 000. 00
State Tax— 1940 ..........  $84, 124. 75
County Tax— 1940 ........ 25, 138. 06
State Tax— 1941 ..........  $91,057.99
County Tax— 1941 ........  22,826.12
------------------ 109,262.81------------------  113,884.11
Deferred Credit:
Old Age Assistance .. 10,496.34
6 Trust Funds— Principal
and Income ............  15,819.20 16,080.06
Total Liabilities .... $690,078.35 $636,964.17
Unexpended Balance:
School Department .. 446.60
Combined Liabilities 
and Unexpended
Balances ................. $690,078.35 $637,410.77
i
\
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E X H IB IT  B
TREASURER’S ACCOUNT
Year Ended November 30, 1941
%
Cash Balance— November 30, 1940 $ 10,985.39
Receipts
T axes:
Current Year .....................................$614,275.31
Prior Years .........................................  75,426.12
Tax Liens and Deeds ................... 17,672.56
Excise Tax (Exhibit C) ............  29,231.41
------------------ $736,605.40
Departmental Receipts :
From State:
Administration .............................. $ 3,217.28
Highways ........................................  5,786.31
Charities .................................   3,191.17
Education .........................................  28,374.25
Bank Stock Tax .......................... 1,494.91
Railroad and Telegraph Tax .... 263.79
Library .............................................. 190.00
Accounts Receivable ...................  4,634.40
------------------  47,152.11
From Other Sources:
Administration ..............................  $12,249.63
Protection .......................................  1,191.34
Health and Sanitation ................. 627.50
Highways :........................................  2,070.17
Charities ........................................... 1,437.45
Education .........................................  12,970.71
Cemeteries .......................................  245.00
Accounts Receivable ...................  4,057.91
------------------  34,849.71
Interest:
On Taxes and Liens .....................  $740.05
On Trust Funds ..............................  241.42
---------------------------981.47
Cemetery Trust Funds ............................ 200.00
Temporary Loans ....................................  275,000.00
Total Receipts 1,094,788.69
V99
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Total Available .......................  $1, 105, 774. 08
Total Warrants Paid (E x -
hibit E ) ................................... 1, 032, 497. 80
Cash Balance— November 30, 1041
(Schedule l )  .......................................  $73, 276. 22
E X H IB IT  C
1941 VALUATION AND COMMITMENT
Year Ended November 30, 1941
Valuation:
*
Real Estate— Resident .................................$8, 180, 313. 00
Real Estate—Non-resident ......................... 3, 946, 458. 00
----------------------$12, 120, 771. 00
Personal Estate—Resident ...........................$ 778, 985. 00
Personal Estate— Non-resident ................. 1, 492, 540. 00
----------------------  2, 271, 525. 00
Total Valuation ..................................... $14, 398, 290. 00
\
Commitment:
Valuation x Rate— $14,398,290.00 x .040 .. $062,321.62
5,464 Polls at $3.00 .. 16,392.00
Variance .................... .11
Tax Commitment ............................... $078,713.73
Supplemental Taxes ........................... 1,621.00
Total Charged to Collector ......................... $080,334.79
Credits to Collector:
Real Estate:
Cash Collections ...........................$489,556.53
Abatements— Peppered M fg. Co. 17,544.12
Abatements— General .................... 1,008.15
------------------ $508,108.80
1 i
*t 
Personal:
Cash Collections ............................... $80, 835. 48
Abatements— Pepperell Mfg. Co. 17, 544. 11
Abatements— General ..................  112. 92
-------------- —  98, 492. 51
Polls:
Cash Collections ................................  $7, 539. 00
Abatements ........................ 1................  135. 00
------------------  7, 674. 00
------------------$614, 275. 31
Uncollected 1941 Taxes— November 
30, 1941 (Schedule 2) ......................... $66, 059. 48
/• j  * .  • ; ,  ' . . - ' • •.
Summary:
Real Estate ......................................................................... $50, 390. 26
Personal ............................................................................. 6, 117. 22
Poll .................................................................................  9, 552. 00
------------------$66, 059. 48
1941-42 Excise T a x :
Collected and Remitted to Treasurer (Exhibit 
B) ..................................................................................... $29, 231. 41
• '•  *    • .    * ' . . . .  ' i  y -  . % . .  . - * • . \  •   -  .
t  . ......
K . ' ' '• '• ‘  * ‘  c. r * * •
r : • '  . ’  ’  v. •• • . • *’  ,  • • . ‘  . v  .
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RECONCILIATION OF TREASURER’S CASH 
BALANCE
November 30, 1941
26
SCHEDULE 1
Balance per bank statement— November 29, 1941.. $78, 149. 08 
A dd : Deposit credited December 3. 1941 (veri-
fied) ............................................................................ 14, 089. 54
$92, 238. 62
Deduct: Outstanding checks .......................................  18, 962. 40
Cash Balance— November 30, 1941 (Exhibits A
and B ) ........................................................................$73, 276. 22
*
S C H E D U L E  2
)
i
UNCOLLECTED TAXES
I
Year Nov. 30, 1941 Nov. 30, 1940
1941 (Exhibit C) ............ ................ $  66,059.48 )
1940 .......................................... ................  6,788.86 $ 77,073.02
1939 .......................................... ................  6,328.40 8,375.05
1938 .......................................... ................  7,217.21 8,171.56
1937 .......................................... ................  5,781.59 6,315.24
1936 .......................................... ................  5,813.21 6,230.22
1935 .......................................... ................  5,999.70 6,447.30
Prior years ............................ ................  107,983.46 107,992.46
— ■■■■■ ■ 1 ■ -  ~ I . .—
(Exhibit A )  ........................... $211,971.91 $220,604.85
/*
*
I
SCH ED U LE 3
i
TAX LIENS AND DEEDS
Year Nov. 30, 1941
1940........ .................................................  $11, 682. 31
1939........ .................................................  7, 415. 20
1938........ .................................................  5, 727. 75
1937 .................................................  4, 719. 16
1936 .................................................  3, 538. 53
1935 .................................................  2, 814. 07
1934 , .......................... 2, 268. 78
Prior years ...........................................  13, 920. 15
X
(Exhibit A )  ............................ $52, 085. 95
i
I
Nov. 30, 1940
$12, 457. 43
7, 933. 52
6, 754. 05
4, 444. 64
3, 624. 02
2, 607. 98
15, 822. 84
$53, 644. 48
•V.
S C H E D U L E  4 
DEPARTMENTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 
November 30, 1941
W . P. A . :
Cement Curbings ................................. ,  ........  $576. 64
City Building: '
Rentals ...........................................................  275. 00
W elfare Department:
State o f  Maine ............................................. 530. 02
Other Towns ............     24. 00f  ' '  ’ v  *   •*’* * '7 .  • ••• V  ' f
Sewers and Drains :
Sewer Permits ..................................................  49.00
(Exhibit A )  ........................................  $1,454.66
J
%
SCHEDULE 5
BOARD OF SINKING FUND COMMISSIONERS
Savings Bank Deposits— Book 15557—
1935— Appropriation .............................$10, 000. 00
Interest .........................................  $ 175. 38
1936— Appropriation ................., ...........  10, 000. 00
Interest .........................................  453. 60
1937— Appropriation .............................  10, 000. 00
Interest .........................................  724. 06
1938— Appropriation .............................  10, 000. 00
Interest .........................................  990. 97
1939— Appropriation .............................  10, 000. 00
Interest .........................................  1, 285. 00
1 940— Appropriation .............................  1 0,000.00
Interest .........................................  1,245.31
1941— Appropriation .............................  10,000.00
Interest .........................................  1,471.33
$70,000.00 $6,345.65
Total on Deposit (Exhibit A )  .... $76,345.65
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SCHEDULE 7
ANALYSIS OF CHANGE IN NET DEBT 
Year Ended November 30, 1941
Net Debt— November 30, 1940 ..........  $367, 942. 18
Decrease:
Bonds retired out o f appropriations.. $47, 500. 00
Sinking Fund Payment .......................... 10, 000. 00
Sinking Fund Interest Credited for
1941 ..................................................  1, 471. 33
. -  f
Net Unexpended Balance from E x -
hibit E .............................................. 47, 804. 56
/•
Decrease for Year ....................  $106, 775. 89
N E T  D E B T — November 30, 1941, to
Exhibit A  .................................................... $261, 166. 29
♦ •
/
> • \ . ¥;  v ‘
• •• '• •••• * * * •’  • • , '  *o, 1 *• ' .  * .  • > . «*• • •• * ’ * . « . « •..... , i > 1
/
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SCHEDULE 8
BONDED DEBT 
November 30, 1941
Purpose Issue Maturity Rate Amount
Funding ............................. ......  1935 1945 . 3 VA/o $ 66, 000. 00
Funding ............................. ...... 1937 1952 334% 121, 000. 00
Refunding .......................... ...... 1925 1945 4 °/o 50, 000. 00*
Refunding .......................... ......  1929 •1949 4 200, 000. 00*
Refunding .......................... ...... 1939 1949 2 % 40, 000. 00
Refunding .......................... ...... 1940 1945 v/2% 20, 000. 00
High School Annex ....... ...... 1925 1942 4 % 10, 000. 00
(Exhibit A )  $507, 000. 00
* All of the above, with the exception of those indicated by asterisk, are 
serial bonds maturing as shown by Schedule 10.
S C H E D U L E  9
ANALYSIS OF CHANGE IN NET BONDED DEBT 
Year Ended November 30, 1941
Net Bonded Debt— November 30, 1940 $554, 500. 00
D e d u c t i o n s :
Bonds retired out o f Appropriations:
High School Annex, 4% , 1942 ....$10,000.00
Refunding, 1 l/ 2%,1945   5,000.00
Funding, 3yA%, 1945 .....................  16,500.00
Refunding, 2% , 1949 .....................  5,000.00
Funding, 3^4%, 1952 .....................  11,000.00
----------------  $47,500.00
N E T  B O N D E D  D E B T  —  November
30, 1941 (Exhibit A )  .....................  $507,000.00
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REPORT OF ASSESSORS
Gentlemen:
W e, the Board of Assessors, herewith submit a report of 
abatement of taxes during the fiscal year ending November 
29, 1941, as required by the City Charter.
For S a u l  G a g n e , Collector of Taxes for 1941
Pepperell M fg. Co., Real Estate 
Pepperell M fg. Co., Personal .... 
General Real Estate Abatements 
General Personal Abatements .... 
Poll Tax .........................................
$17,544.12
17,5-14.11
1,008.15
112.92
135.00
$36,344.30
Respectfully submitted,
T h o m a s  H .  S i m p s o n , 
T h o m a s  F .  F l a n a g a n , 
L i n i e r e  D o y o n ,
Assessors for  the Year ip*)i.
N37
TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l :
I herewith submit my report for the fiscal year ending 
November 29, 1941, as required by the City Charter.
1941 Taxes
Commitment:
Real Estate:
Resident ........................................... $376, 294. 53
Non-Resident ..................................  181, 537. 07
Supplemental ..................................  667. 46
Total ......................................    $558, 499. 06
Personal:
Resident ...........................................  $35, 833. 29
Non-Resident .................................  68, 656. 84
Supplemental ................................... 119. 60
Total .............................................. $104, 609. 73
Polls ....................................................... $16, 392. 00
Supplemental ................................... 834. 00
 ^ 1 4\  __
Total ...........................; ............ "... $17, 226. 00
Total Committed to me.... $680, 334. 79
C r e d i t s
Real Estate:
Cash Collections ..................................$489, 556. 53
Abatement— Pepperell .....................  17, 544. 12
Abatements— General ........................ 1,008.15
Uncollected November 29, 1941 .... 50,390.26
------------------ $558,499.06
• " * • ^  ' w L. . “* * - - .• 1 • .
I
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Personal:
Cash Collections .................................  $80, 835. 48
Abatement— Pepperell  ................... 17, 544. 11
Abatements— General .......................  112. 92
Uncollected November 29, 1941 .... 6. 117. 22
------------------ $104, 609. 73
Polls:
Cash Collections .............   $7, 539. 00
Abatements ..........................................  135.00
Uncollected November 29, 1941 .... 9,552.00
------------------  $17,226.00
Total accounted f o r ...................  $680,334.79
S u m m a r y
Commitment ............................................. $680,334.79
Cash Collections....................................... $577,931.01
Abatements ............................................... 36,344.30
Uncollected November 29, 1941 ......... 66,059.48
 ------------------ $680,334.79
i  « i*
E x c i s e  T a x
Collected and remitted to Treasurer.... $29,231.41
1940 Taxes
, »
R e a l  E s t a t e  T a x e s
Uncollected November 30, 1940 ...... $58,176.88
Supplemental ...........................................  145.70
#
Total .............................................. $58,322.58
Cash Collections ..................    $41,224.24
Tax Liens ..................................................  16,076.09
Abatements ............................................... 1,022.25
Total $58,322.58
*
P e r s o n a l  T a x e s
39
Uncollected November 30, 1940 ....... $8,066.14
Total .............................................  $8,066.14
Cash Collections .....................................  $5,534.72
Abatements .................   293.56
Uncollected November 29, 1941 ......... 2,237.86
Total .............................................  $8,066.14
P o l l  T a x e s
Uncollected November 30, 1940 ...... $10,830.00
Supplemental ...........................................  567.00
Total .............................................. $11,397.00
Cash Collections ......................................  $6,768.00
Abatements ...............................................  78.00
Uncollected November 29, 1941 ....  4,551.00
Total ..............................................  $11,397.00
f
. . S u m m a r y
'  %
Uncollected November 29, 1941:
Personal ................................................  $2,237.86
Polls ........................................................... 4,551.00
Total .............................................  $6,788.86
40
Uncollected November 
Supplemental . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1939 Taxes
30, 1940
/  4
Personal
$3,473.05
Polls
$4,902.00
6.00
Total ................. $3,473.05 $4,908.00
Cash Collections .........
Abatements ..................
Uncollected November
%
29. 1941
$1,412.60
205.05
1,855.40
$ 423.00 
12.00 
4,473.00
Total .................
1938 Taxes
$3,473.05 $4,908.00
•’ A  w
Uncollected November 
Supplemental ...............
30. 1940 ........
Personal
$2,966.56
Polls
$5,205.00
6.00
Total ................. $2,966.56 $5,211.00
Cash Collections .....................................
Abatements ..............................................
Uncollected November 29, 1941 ........
$ 528.75 
239.60 
2,198.21
$ 186.00 
6.00 
5,019.00
Total .................
1937 Taxes
$2,966.56 $5,211.00
Uncollected November 30, 1940 ........
Supplemental ...........................................
Personal
$2,148.24
Polls
$4,167.00
6.00
Total ................. $2,148.24 $4,173.00
Cash Collections .........
Abatements ..................
Uncollected November
*
29, 1941
$ 307.41 
142.24 
1,698.59
$ 84.00 
6.00 
4,083.00
Total ............................................. $2,148.24 $4,173.00
f
41
f
1936 Taxes
Personal Polls
Uncollected November 30, 1940 ........ $'3, 411. 22 $3, 819. 00
Total ............................................ $2, 411. 22 $3, 819. 00
Cash Collections .................................... xh•COo>
w- $ 57.00
Abatements ............................................. 119.27 3.00
Uncollected November 29, 1941 ........ 2,054.21 3,759.00
Total ............................................ $2,411.22 $3,819.00
1935 Taxes
Personal Polls
Uncollected November 30, 1940 ........ $2,838.30 $3,609.00
Supplemental ........................................... 3.00
To-tal ............................................ $2,838.30 $3,612.00
Cash Collections ................................... . $ 303.63 $ 27.00
Abatements .............................................. 116.97 3.00
Uncollected November 29, 1941 ........ 2,417.70 3,582.00
Total ............................................. $2,838.30 $3,612.00
Respectfully submitted,
S a u l  G a g n e ,
Tax Collector.
i
I?
REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
November 30, 1941.
T o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  C o u n c i l , C i t y  o f  B i d d e -
f o r d , M a i n e .
Gentlemen:
I have the privilege to present my first annual report.
/
“ The genius of American democracy,“ states President 
Roosevelt, “ is expressed in the traditional independence and 
freedom of our state and local school systems. Their freedom 
of action for educational purposes must he preserved. Jt is 
upon that freedom that we hopefully depend for assurance 
that the judgments of our people will be soundly based. 
What the schools do may prove in the long run to he more 
decisive than any other factor in preserving the form of
government we cherish.
The supreme objective of the schools of Biddeford is the 
necessity for teaching children to develop themselves in such 
a way as to be able to live successfully in a democracy. Both 
the policy of the Board of Education and the objectives of 
the individual schools reflect the philosophy of the President. 
Fortunate indeed that the schools can perform their function 
under such auspices, because problems that the schools face 
to-day are complex beyond any previous comprehension.
Recorded with regret are the deaths of A. Alton Garcelon, 
Jr., Superintendent of Schools 1933 to 1941, and Mrs. 
Lillian Tudbury Burnham, a teacher in Biddeford I light 
School for twenty-five years.
Last year, six definite suggestions for improvement were 
made. Four have been accomplished : section of gymnasium 
floor relaid; five new typewriters bought and five others 
repaired ; rewiring of the Home Economics Department to
*
\
»accommodate the gift o f six ranges and one electric refriger-
ator ; repair o f high school roof. The remaining two, relating 
to equipment in the Home Economics and Manual Training 
Departments, have received considerable attention, but no 
definite results have been achieved as yet. Routine repairs 
were made in all schools.
. The Oak Ridge school was closed in September, 1940, and 
the Mountain Road school in September, 1941, and the 
buildings were returned to the City Government.
Recorded on the school census as of April 1, 1941, are 
5,846 names, 3,002 boys and 2,844 girls. Pupils have made 
satisfactory progress. \
Many civic and social organizations made fine contribu-
tions to the schools. At Biddeford High School, a fine flag 
pole and base was donated anonymously. All gifts are 
greatly appreciated.
The sale of Defense Stamps in conjunction with the school 
banking has been made possible through the courtesy of the 
Biddeford Savings Bank.
• .  V  *  * • "  I.
Audiometer testing by the school nurse resulted in a Lip 
Reading class of twenty-four pupils under the direction of 
Miss Arline Marcille and Miss Helen Finn.
N
The Adult Evening School, specializing in an American-
ization program, reopened for a term of twenty weeks on 
October 20, 1941. Over seventy students are enrolled. As 
two-thirds the cost o f instruction is paid by the State, the 
evening school costs the city very little, and many men and 
women have been able to enter the gateway to opportunity 
through the careful guidance and helpful work they received 
in this school. Your attention is called to Principal Brad-
bury’s report.
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B i d d e f o r d  H i g h  S c h o o l  
The table below shows the course distribution of pupils 
enrolled in Biddeford High School:
Class Commercial College General Totals
Freshman Boys 34 21 23 78
Girls 56 10 0 66 144
Sophomore Boys 32 12 k/0 49
Girls 37 11 0 48 97
funior Boys 17 PSJ1 22 46
Girls 5.2 D 0 57
’ V**.
103
Senior Boys 6 *»0 /V- * J 36
f« Girls 43 6 0 49
lO00
Totals Boys 89 45 75
Girls 188 32 0
277 77 75 429
64.57% 17.95% 17.48%
With a total enrollment of 4*39, over 64%, 89 boys and 188 
girls, are enrolled in the commercial course, their studies 
including bookkeeping, shorthand, commercial law, business 
practices, arithmetic and typing. One adding machine and 
one duplicator are the only business machines besides the 
typewriters.
O f the remaining 36%, 45 boys and 3*3 girls take the college 
course and 75 boys the general course. In short, the majority 
o f  the boys and all but 3*3 of the girls take the commercial
4
course.
A  study of the table also reveals a steady decline of enroll-
ment after the first year. This means, in part, that many of 
the boys and girls with entirely different interests, varying 
intellectual capacities, and greatly diversified aptitudes find 
little of interest to them.
The scope of the curriculums should be increased to provide 
more adequate training for the boys and girls who must seek 
gainful employment upon the completion of their high school 
course. When funds permit, two improvements should be
made: the installation of courses in shop work; provision of 
different types of business machines for the commercial 
students.
Beyond the high school level, the City of Biddeford has a 
cooperative agreement with the Saco-Lowell Shops and the 
Peppered. The City, through the Board of Education, co-
operates to the extent of handling the funds and in accepting 
the teachers as a part of its school system. Total expense of 
instruction is paid: one-half from Federal funds, one-sixth 
from State funds, and one-third from the respective com-
panies. The vocational shops of the Saco-Lowell were estab-
lished in 1930 and now enroll 200; the Peppered training was 
established in 1938 and enrolls 153. A  project in boatbuilding, 
under the auspices of N. Y. A., was established in 1941, now 
enrolls 26 boys, and plans to enroll over two hundred.
Labor in this industrial city has a record unequalled in any 
section of the country. From the above, it is evident that 
there are abundant opportunities vocationally for those who 
are capable.
H e a l t h
A  crisis in national and world affairs centers attention 
upon health. In the physical rejection of selectees, no state 
had a poorer record than Maine. Lack of dental attention 
was one important factor. In Biddeford, the Red Cross, 
through the office of the school nurse, conducts the follow ing: 
audiometer testing in ad grades : tuberculin tests in grade 
eight and the high school; physical inspection covering the 
eyes and throat; numerous clinics, dental and surgical. Under 
the present set-up, it is not possible for the nurses to ascertain 
heart and chest conditions. A  second defect is the lack of 
provision for dental check-up.
In these times, we realize that more should be done for > 
the physical well-being of our boys and girls. Tw o sugges-
tions, comparatively inexpensive to execute, are made : check-
up on heart and chest conditions by competent physicians; 
establishment o f a preschool dental clinic.
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F i n a n c e s
Resources
1931 1941
Appropriation by City ..................... $ 96,200.00 $ 88,001.00
State Credits   29,703.22 19,633.30
Miscellaneous ...................................... 3,193.76 677.56
Totals  $129,096.98 $108,311.86
E n r o l l m e n t
Elementary ..........................................  977 897
High ......................................................   320
Totals ...............    1,297 1,326
The above comparison of school revenue for the years 
1931 and 1941 shows a decrease of $20,785.12. Loss in state 
aid, beginning in 1933, with a cut of 25% , now exceeds 
$10,000.00. Returns this year were $500.00 less than a year 
ago. It is impossible to estimate accurately probable state 
revenue.
t
In our schools, special courses are possible only through 
state and federal subsidies. The full cost, in many instances, 
is beyond the ability of the community. Thus, federal and 
state agencies pay one-half the cost of instruction in manual 
training and home economics, one-third the cost of physical 
training and supervision, and two-thirds the cost of evening 
school.
O f every six dollars expended, five is contributed by the 
City, one by state or federal subsidies. Over 75% of the 
money paid out was for wages, and approximately 25%  for 
all other purposes, such as supplies, equipment, repairs, 
upkeep, fuel, maintenance, and operation of the school plant.
/
/
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Many items on the new budget will be on higher price 
levels. An increase of twenty per cent on all books ancl 
supplies must be considered. Further increases are not 
unlikely. When there has been no great extravagance, it is 
not possible to make many economies. Certain it is that in 
order to continue our present program, losses in state 
revenue must be absorbed by the City.
C o n c l u s i o n
It is impossible within the limitations of a summarizing 
report such as this to relate in detail the many achievements 
of individual groups and persons. For the personnel, teachers 
merit the high praise involved in saying that their attitude is 
professional. They realize that the defense of democracy 
can be best promoted through the practice of democratic 
principles in the every-day life of the school.
. ... 7 ’ . v>
They also realize that schools are maintained for the 
education of the children and they represent an investment 
of public funds from which the community has reason to - 
expect and demand maximum returns. Educational consider- 
. ations should come first. Those who are employed to serve 
the educational purposes of the schools should conceive of 
their employment to that end. The schools are not main-
tained to serve those whom they employ. In cooperation with 
designated authority, they show their belief that educational 
purposes should be served effectively and as economically as
Further, a school system should operate as a school system 
with unity of purpose and direction. There is plenty of 
room for initiative and originality on the part of principals 
and teachers, and they are encouraged to make contributions 
to the school system of which they are a part.
Finally, every activity sponsored by the school should serve 
educational purposes and should be such that maximum edu-
cational values are derived.
r
-/*  . i
possible
f
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In closing this report, permit me. on behalf o f principals, 
teachers and all other employees, to express our appreciation 
to the Municipal Officers and to the members of the Board 
o f  Education for the many hours of conscientious attention
0/
and gratuitous service which they have rendered the cause 
o f education. The unfaltering loyalty and the devotion they 
have shown to American educational ideals can be rewarded 
only by the accomplishments of the men and women of 
tomorrow, who are the boys and girls in our schools today.
R espectfully su 1 miitted,
P h i l l i p  H .  W o o d w o r t h ,
Superintendent of Schools.
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B i d d e f o r d , M a i n §, April 1, 1941.
To H o n . L o u i s  B. L a u s i e r , M a y o r , C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  
S c h o o l  B o a r d .
Honorable Mayor:
I herewith submit my report of the Evening School for 
the year 1940-1941.
It is a great pleasure for me to do this, because I feel that 
we have a most excellent report and our Evening School is 
serving the needs of a great many of the people of our city.
Our school opened Monday evening, October 14, 1940, and 
continued for 20 weeks, three sessions each week, a total of 
60 sessions, no time being lost for holidays or stormy 
evenings.
On the opening night of our school, 20 people registered 
between the ages of 50 and 67, and I am pleased to say they 
were with us at the close. I mention this circumstance to 
illustrate that the older people appreciate our school.
Although our school is entirely a school o f Americaniza-
tion, we have tried to meet further needs by starting a class 
in advanced English and mathematics. This class has been 
under the supervision of Mrs. Stebbins and has been very 
successful.
The largest number present at any time was 101, and the 
smallest number, 45, on December 16th, a very stormy night 
— 15 telephoned and asked to be excused. Our average attend-, 
ance throughout the year has been 80.
On February 21st, the school had the pleasure o f listening 
to a very fine entertainment given by the pupils of Principal 
Emma Lausier Pugsley’s School.
i
On February loth, we received the sad news o f the sudden 
death of our Superintendent. of Schools, Mr. Alton A. 
Garcelon, Jr. Mr. Garcelon was very much interested in our 
Evening School. He cooperated with me in every way to 
make it successful. I feel that the School Department has 
lost the services o f  a valuable man and the community an
i w
honored citizen.
I wish to thank the teachers for the support and coopera-
tion given me. They certainly lose no time in the two hours 
allotted them to teach. Mr. Renv, a new teacher this year 
and who has been very successful, left us, just before the 
close of school, to enter the services of Uncle Sam.
Our School closed March 7, 1941. Appropriate exercises 
on the subject of Americanization were given by the pupils. 
Diplomas were presented to 77 students by Mayor Lausier. 
In order to receive a diploma, they must be present 75% of 
the time, or 45 out of the 60 sessions. Addresses were made 
by Mayor Lausier, John J. Dunn and Mrs. Susan Ham Piper 
o f the Board of Education, Mrs. Margaret S. Mahoney, 
Secretary to the Superintendent of Schools, Representative 
Joseph C. Bolduc, Principal Emma Lausier Pugsley of the 
Washington Street School, and other teachers and citizens.
In conclusion, Honorable Mayor, I wish to thank you, and 
the Board of Education, for the hearty support and coopera-
tion given me throughout the year, for without it I am con-
fident there would be no Evening School.
Respectfully submitted,
J a m e s  II. B r a d b u r y ,
Principal.
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REPORT OF ATTENDANCE OFFICER
B i d d e f o r d , M a i n e .
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l :
I hereby submit my report for the year 1940 and 1941 
ending June 13, 1941.
Hi I<U
S) Q
_  + - *  '  - w  f - f
cou h
Emery School ..................................................................................................................................... ...........  50 4 3
Washington Street .................... ...........  133 12 4
Birch Street ......... ..... ...................... ...........  2
Wentworth Street ...................... 2
Bradbury Street ......................... ...........  8 0
High School ..................................................................................................................................................... ...........  2
Morrill, No. 5 ...................... ...............................................................................................................
*  ; . '  • l
...........  2
Biddeford Pool, No. 8 ............. 2
Elm Street, No. 10 .................... ...........  10 2
Mountain Road, No. 13 ........... ..................................................... 1
St. Louis School ........................ ...........  5 3 2
St. Joseph School ....................... ...........  110 32 7
St. Andre School ....................... ...........  365 42 23
Sacred Heart School ................. ...........  96 3 16
Stella Maris ................................. ...........  2
Totals ............................... ...........  194 107 55
S u m m a r y
Total Number of Cases ....................................................... 956
Served First Papers on Parents .........................................  10
Conviction for Truancy ...........................................................None
Respectfully submitted,
P e r c y  C. M c K e e n ,
Attendance Officer.
SCHOOL CALENDAR, 1941-1942
F a l l  T e r m  ( 1 5  w eeks ' )
Schools open Monday, September <Sth. Resume Standard 
Time last Monday in September.
Holidays:
Columbus Day, Monday, October 13th.
York County Teachers' Convention, Friday, October 3rd.
State Teachers' Convention, Thursdav and Fridav, Octo- 
her 30th and 31st.
Thanksgiving Recess, Thursday and Friday, November 20th 
and 21st.
Armistice Day, Tuesday, November 11th.
Schools close Friday, December 19th.
—  Vacation, one w e e k  —
W i n t e r  T e r m  —  F i r s t  H a l f  ( 8  w e e k s )
Schools open Monday, December 29th.
Holidays:
New Year's Recess, Thursdav and Friday, January 1st and 
2nd.
Schools close Friday, February 20th.
—  Vacation, o n e  w e e k  -
W i n t e r  T e r m  —  S e c o n d  H a l f  (7  weeks)
Schools open Monday, March 2nd.
Schools close Friday, April 17th.
Vacation, one week —
/ 7
S p r i n g  T e r m (7  weeks)
Schools open Monday, April 27th. Operate on Daylight 
Saving Time from last Monday in April.
Schools close Friday, June 12th.
Total school weeks, 37.
C o m m e n c e m e n t  W e e k  —  Ju n e  loth to 19th.
REPORT OF LIBRARIAN
l
To t h e  T r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  M c A r t h u r  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  :
Genuine progress has been made in the fiscal year just 
ended. The book stock was increased by a total of 1490 
volumes (o f  which 177 were gifts and 383 juveniles), and 
256 more books were rebound for longer life. This increase 
enabled the Library to develop its service to the schools, both 
public and parochial, and school circulation this year amounted 
to 1,690 volumes. These books were supplied in special 
wooden boxes of .25 to 30 books each, thus giving the teacher 
a compact bookshelf in the schoolroom. In the coming year, 
a new step is planned, o f special collections of vocational 
guidance material for grammar and high school graduating 
classes, as a vital help in preparing for the post-school job 
and vocation. The Library’s stock of such books is being 
carefully built up.
The book stock has also been strengthened in the technical 
books needed by defense workers. Books of Americaniza-
tion, o f American ideals and history, o f  the meaning of 
democracy and the American way o f life, have also been 
added for all ages, along with the best books on current affairs 
—  all o f them of great value in an understanding of national
• * . * . . • ' * . * * . * c •
trends and problems in the present world turmoil. These 
additions have been welcomed by the Library’s users.
In another direction, the steady accession (largely by gift) 
o f  books and material dealing with Biddeford’s history has 
had some interesting results this. year. In one case, the 
Library was able to furnish information leading to a whole 
chapter o f  a Massachusetts hook being devoted to Biddeford’s 
fame as the home o f an interesting American invention of the 
1860’s. In another case, an out-of-State writer, preparing a 
book on shipbuilding history, consulted the Library and was 
given a detailed record o f Biddeford shipbuilding running 
back 150 years. This will be the first factual account ever to
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appear in print of BiddetorcTs part in the famous shipbuild-
ing record o f Maine. In each case, the appreciation of the 
author was marked, and the Library’s facilities and service 
described as both unusual and extremely helpful. From a 
local standpoint, this type of library work is important as 
making Biddeford better known and as spreading the interest
of its history far beyond the limits of city and state. A  repu-
«
tation for excellence in such materials and facilities, among
 
writers and scholars, is a valuable asset to Biddeford and is 
indirect publicity of the very best kind. The Library’s collec-
tions of historical materials are being steadily augmented.
The role o f the free public library is important in peace;
i »
it is even more important in war. In England, after bitter 
war experience, library service was found so important that 
the Minister of Labor issued a special circular to town and 
city authorities, calling for added support of municipal libra-
ries and steady increase in their book stocks. Such increase 
was declared part of the national effort and essential to the 
welfare of workers, who needed, as stated by the British 
Minister of Labor, to “ find in books relief from the strain of
war work and war conditions.”
It is to be hoped that war comes no closer to America. 
But, war or peace, this Library’s continued growth in service 
and facilities is a thing essential.
Financial Report for Year
R e c e i p t s
From City of Biddeford .............................. $5,250.00
From State of Maine ..................................... 190.00
-------------- $5,440.00
sE x p e n d i t u r e s
B ooks:
General Books .........................................$ 732.08
Books specifically for Defense, Amer-
icanism, Schools ................................ 497.62
From State funds ..................................  190.00
Magazines and Newspapers .............. .'.........  168.63
Binding .............................................................. 222.05
Supplies ............................................................. 140.51
Salaries .............................................................. 3,167.00
Light and Power .............................................  287.90
Telephone .........................................................  34.21
-------------- $5,440.00
Librarian’s Petty Cash Account
R e c e i p t s
Fines collected ..................................................  $263.24
For Lost or Damaged B o o k s .......................  10.93
Deposits by Non-Residents .........................  52.00
Service Charges— Non-resident .................. 17.75
Miscellaneous ..................................................  26.05
Cash on hand, November 30, 1940 ............  27.89
-■  $397.86
E x p e n d i t u r e s
Books, Magazines, Newspapers ................. $147.21
Postage ..............................................................  34.80
Express ............................................................... 6.11
Exhibits .............................................................  7.45
Supplies ...............................   54.55
Deposits refunded ............................................ 36.33
Equipment and Repairs ................................  42.87
Miscellaneous  ......................     38.88
Cash on hand, November 30, 1941 ............  29.66
V  $397.86
Submitted,
D a n e  Y o r k e ,
Librarian.
/
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REPORT OF STREET DEPARTMENT  
District No. 4
H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l :
In accordance with the provisions of the Charter o f the
ff
City, J report herewith the activities o f  the Street Depart-
ment for the fiscal year 1941.
The following streets and roads were graded :
Clark Avenue, Quimby Street, Stone Street, Round Hill 
Street, Extension of Granite Street, Dearborn Avenue, W est-
land Avenue, Liberty Avenue, Victory Avenue, Dupont 
Street, Janelle Street, Cole Road, Buzzell Road, Goodwin's 
Mills Road, Mountain Road, Proctor Road, River Road, 
Guinea Road.
The following streets were graveled:
Clark Avenue, Ouimby Street, Proctor Road, Cole Road.
Bushes were cut and ditches cleaned on the following 
streets and roads:
Elm Street, Granite Street, West Street, South Street, 
Pool Road, Fortune's Rock Road, Oak Ridge Road, New-
town Road, Guinea Road, Goodwin's Mills Road, River Road, 
Buzzell Road, Alfred Road, Mountain Road, Cole Road.
The streets o f the city have been swept every week during 
the summer months, and sewer pockets cleaned at regular 
intervals.
p
9
Gravel has been screened at the city gravel pit and was 
used to mix with asphalt for street patching and for asphalt 
sidewalks and roadwork. This gravel was also used to spread 
on tar-treated streets. The city shed on Birch Street has 
been filled with sand mixed with rock salt and will be used 
this winter on slippery streets and sidewalks.
<
Alfred Street— One hundred and ten feet of new curbing. 
Mason Street— Fifty feet of new curbing.
Biddeford Pool— Rebuilt four hundred feet of stone sea 
wall.
Cole Road— Five tons of ledge removed.
Newtown Road —  Two ledges removed, allowing snow 
plows to drive in that road.
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Resurfacing
The following streets were treated with two applications 
o f ta r :
Hill Street— One thousand six hundred feet.
Myrtle Street— Four hundred feet.
Orchard Street— One thousand feet.
Tibbetts Avenue— Five hundred feet.
Cleaves Street— Six hundred feet.
%*
South Street— Seven hundred feet.
Round Hill Street— Seven hundred feet.
Yale Street— Five hundred feet.
Mount Pleasant Street— Six hundred feet.
Emmons Place— One hundred fifty feet.
A lfred  Street— One thousand five hundred feet of asphalt 
road construction.
Mason Street— Fifty feet, asphalt sidewalk.
Thornton Street— Fifty feet, asphalt sidewalk.
Twelve thousand seven hundred gallons o f tar were applied 
on these streets.
’  y  v  - ' A  ‘ . y . r ‘ ' 6 • • • v :.. .  ' "  • /
Ten thousand one hundred fifty gallons o f asphalt were 
used.
\
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Bridges
Rebuilt bridges on Xewtown Road, with new stringers and 
floor timbers.
Sewers and Drains
Beacon Avenue— One hundred feet of eight-inch pipe. 
Birch Street— One hundred feet of eight-inch pipe.
Green Street— One hundred fifty feet o f eight-inch pipe. 
Miller Avenue— One hundred ten feet of eight-inch pipe. 
Union Street— One hundred eighty feet of twelve-inch pipe. 
Victory Avenue— One hundred fifty feet of eight-inch pipe.
New and Rebuilt Pockets and Manholes
Alfred Street— One sewer pocket.
Bacon Street— One sewer pocket.
Cleaves Street— One sewer pocket.
Gove Street— One sewer pocket.
Oak Street— One sewer pocket.
Simard Avenue— Tw o sewer pockets. ^
Tibbetts Avenue— One sewer pocket.
Union Street— One sewer pocket.
Beacon Avenue— One manhole.
Extension of Hill Street —  Repaired stone culvert over 
storm sewer.
Resurfacing ,of Graham and Main Streets
Prior to the work herein described, the pavement on Main 
and Graham Streets was badly cracked and out of shape. If 
this condition had persisted, in a few years more it would 
have become necessary to remove and replace the pavement. 
By resurfacing this pavement with bituminous concrete, it 
was possible to utilize the old pavement as a foundation. The 
old pavement was first built up to the desired transverse or 
cross-sectional shape with a coarse bituminous concrete mix.
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A two-inch bituminous concrete wearing surface was then 
applied in two courses. This work was done in accordance 
with the specifications of the Maine Highway Commission. 
In addition to this, curbing was raised, sidewalks rebuilt, and 
catch basins rebuilt wherever necessary, as shown below :
Graham Street— 8 catch basins rebuilt; 4,000 square yards 
shoulders rebuilt; 75 square yards sidewalk rebuilt; all
necessary curbing reset; 288 tons bituminous concrete base 
applied; 2,010 square yards bituminous concrete surface.
Main Street— 35 catch basins rebuilt; 1,000 square yards 
sidewalk rebuilt; all necessary curbing reset or rebuilt; 1,160 
tons bituminous concrete base applied ; 14,389 square yards 
bituminous concrete surface.
Main Street Improvement
Appropriation 
Cash Credits
R e c e i p t s
 .................. $30,000.00
........................... 523.32
$30,523.32
E x p e n d i t u r e s
Labor ..........................
Bituminous Concrete/
Sewer Pocket Covers 
Cement .......................
$ 2,931.41 
26,332.65 
879.78 
854.68
/
Engineer Survey 
Other Materials .... 
Repair on Material
1,280.70
Oil
51.67
16.00
16.60
Painting Crosswalks and Markers 
Miscellaneous ....................................
116.00
91.72
$32,571.21
Overdraft $2,047.89
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• Graham Street Improvement
Appropriation ............... ......................    $10,000.00
E x p e n d i t u r e s
Labor ..........................    $1,689.44
Bituminous Concrete ................................  6,987.94
Asphalt .......................................................... 512.38
Tools and Materials ..................................  26.15
Cement ..................................................    51.20
Rental of Equipment *................................  107.50
Engineer Survey .........................................  551.56
Sewer Pipes and Sewer Covers ............... 131.09
Miscellaneous ............................................... 14.63
---------------- $10,071.99
Overdraft ........................................  $71.99
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Appropriation ..............................................$35,000.00
Cash Credits ................................................. 5,021.88
---------------- $40,021.88
. Expenditures
Labor ..............................................................$39,689.72
Gasoline, Grease and Oil .......................... 2,388.76
Telephone, Water and Light ...................  285.92
Repairs on Equipment ..............................  735.32
Tools and Materials ..................................  365.53
Lumber .......................................................... 51.74
Engineer Survey ......................   49.50
Coal ................................................................  255.95
Hardware .....................................................  194.37
Cement ........................................................... 85.26
Gravel ............................................................  49.95
Culverts ......................................................... 220.67
Insurance ......................................................  583.78
Miscellaneous ............................................... 162.62
---------------- $45,119.09
Overdraft .....................................  $5,097.21
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Bridges
Appropriation ............................................. $500.00
... f  *'
E x p e n d i t u r e s
Labor ............................................................  $205.18
Lumber .........................................................  60.68
Other Materials .......................................... 20.30
  $286.16
/
Balance ............................................ $213.84
Resurfacing
Appropriation .............................................  $7,000.00
Cash Credits ................................................. 322.30
--------------   $7,322.30
E x p e n d i t u r e s
Labor .............................................................  $3,746.81
Oil ....'..............................................................  132.80
Tar and Asphalt .........................................  2,370.95
Rental o f Asphalt P la n t ............................ 840.00
W ood .............................................................  21.96
    $7,112.52
Balance ............................................  $209.78
Sewers and Drains
Appropriation .............................................. $2,500.00
Cash Credits ...............................................   600.00
     $3,100.00
E x p e n d i t u r e s
Labor .............................................................. $1,239.67
Sewer Pipes and Sewer Pocket Covers 489.50
Cement ...........................................................  69.42
Surveys ..........................................................  7.00
----------------  $1,805.59
Balance ............................................. $1,294.41
. 7
I
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*
Waste Collection *
Appropriation ............................................. $7, 000. 00
E x p e n d i t u r e s
Labor ............................................................. $6, 829. 82
Gasoline and Oil ......................................... 73. 92
Repairs ...................................... .................. 16. 50
Tires ............ ................................................. 66. 89
$6, 987. 13
Balance ............................................ $12. 87
Sidewalk
Appropriation ............................................. $200. 00
E x p e n d i t u r e s
Labor ............................................................. $176. 67
Cement ........................................................... 13. 61
$190. 28
Balance... >........................................... • . .  • $9. 72
Snow Removal
Appropriation ............................................. $7,000.00
Contract Appropriation ............................ 2,437.50
Cash Credits ................................................ 1.206.65
  $10,644.15
E x p e n d i t u r e s
Labor ............................................................. $5,700.10
Repairs on Equipment .............................. 476.77
Hired Plows ................................................. 1,094.50
Other Materials .......................................... 152.46
Snow Removal Contract ......................... 2,437.50
$9,8(51.33
Balance ............................................  $782.82
Respectfully submitted,
A l b e r t  C a d o r e t t e ,
Street Commissioner.
WELFARE DEPARTMENT
T o t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  
o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  B i d d e f o r d  :
>  *  ^ i
Gentlemen:
In the following Annual Report is an itemized statement 
o f  the expenditures of the W elfare Department for the fiscal 
year ending November 30, 1941.
The following statement I respectfully submit:
Groceries .......................................................$17,605.51
Oil ..................................................................  2,860.66
W ood purchased ......................................... 1,401.00
Delivering and Sawing W ood ................. 854.75
Shoes and Clothing ...................................  218.92
Doctor and M edicines................................  925.27
Hospital ......................................................... 498.03
Ambulance and Burials ............................. 665.00
Board and Care ...........................................  3,578.61
Monthly Allowance ...................................  657.85 -
Rents ..............................................................  1,176.11
Telephone .....................................................  120.00
State Children .............................................. 6,505.48
Sanatorium ...................................................  999.72
Office Supplies and Miscellaneous  140.21
Clerk and Investigator .............. -..............  2,081.51
Biddeford, O ut-of-Tow n .......................... 1,004.40
Expense for Surplus Commodity ..........  288.94
Total ...............................
• *  .:h  3 / • :  ‘
I^otal Expenses, O ut-of-Tow n 
Total Expenses, State .............
$41,581.97
985.55
3,544.11
Total Expenses $46,111.63
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Appropriation ................/.....   $65,000.00
Credits ........................................................... 4,877.31
---------------- $69,877.31
Expenditures ................................................ 46,111.63
Balance ............................................  $23,765.68
The Welfare Department at this time has on hand 85 cords 
of hardwood and 80 cords of slabs. This wood has been all 
paid for under the 1941 appropriation.
Aid to Dependent Children
*
Appropriation .............................................. $5,200.00
Expenditures ............................................... 4,546.60
Balance ............................................  $653.34
Insane
Appropriation .............................................. $500.00
Credits ...........................................................  66.60
----------------  $ 566.60
E x p e n d i t u r e s
Commitments .............................................. $18.1.00
Board of Patients at State Hospital ...... 937.89
Total .................................................  $1,118.89
Overdraft .................................  $552.29
J\
Surplus Commodity Food Distributed to Eligibles 
and Needy Cases of the City of Biddeford
White Flour .............................................................  37,906 lbs.
Graham Flour ..........................................................  25,411^4
Cereal .......................................................................... 19,251
Ham ............................................................................ 3,252
Lard ............................................................................  16,414
Apples ........................................................................  20,572
Oranges .....................................................................  13,345
Prunes ........................................................................ 6,994
Raisins ........................................................................ 8,552
Rice ...................................................................    23,303
Dry Beans ..................................................................  15,030
Bacon ..........................................................................  3,436
Corn Meal ..................................................................  26,998
Cabbages ..................................................................... 7,630
Peaches ....................................................................... 6,719
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Total Number o f Pounds .......................... 234,813^4
Dress Factory
Amount o f articles on hand December 1, 1940 .... 3,234
Amount o f articles received during the year 1941 3,492
Total .......... .'.......................................................  6,726
' • - * . , •
• *’ * ! . . v •'
Gave the following articles to those in n eed :
Dresses ...........................................................................  708
Bloomers and Panties ................................................  324
Slips ................................................................................. 303
Snow Suits ....................................................................  100
Frocks .............................................................................  6
Shirts ..............................................................................  757
Pants ............       718
68
Mittens .............................................................................  50
Shorts ........   57
jackets ..............................................................................  102
Dungarees .......................................................................  352
Nightdresses ....................................................................  92
Boys’ Pajamas .............................................    16
Play Suits ........................................................................  6
Total ....................................................................  3,591
Respectfully  submitted,
D e l v i n a  M a t h u r i n ,  ,
Overseers of the Poor.
w
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REPORT OF POLICE DEPARTMENT
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  B o a r d  o f  P o l i c e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s . 
Gentlemen:
The annual report for the year ending November 30, 1941, 
is submitted to you in accordance with the City Charter. 
Herein will be found a statement and summary of the activi-
ties of the police department this year.
The Police Force consists at present of a Chief, Captain, 
one day desk officer, one night turnkey, one night traffic 
officer, one day traffic officer, seven patrolmen, three during 
the day and four at night, four special police officers for 
Sunday work, parks, dances, circuses, etc.
The Police Force covers an area of twenty-five square 
miles and attends to the safety of twenty thousand inhabi-
tants, also attends to traffic duty, which has been increasing 
for years.
Credits
The appropriation by the City Council 
for the year ending November 30,
1941, was .............................................. $22,000.00
Credits from the County o f  Y o r k .........  566.34
Miscellaneous Credits ...............................  153.00
Total Credits ................................... $22,719.34
Expenditures
Salaries .........       $18,325.41
Gas and Oil  ...........................     508.45
Supplies ................      100.10
Telephone and T elegraph .......................... 975.94
Lights .............................................................. 58.13
Garage and Taxi Service ........................  38.70i
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Repair on Equipment ......     75.91
New Equipment, including trading of
Car .............       452.16
Miscellaneous ..............................................  151.61
Ice...................................................................... 60.00
Total Expenditures .................   $20,745.91
Balance unexpended ................. $1,973.43
%
Number and Nature of Cases Prosecuted in the
Municipal Court Are As Follows:
Assault and B attery .................................................................. 28
Assault upon an Officer ........................................................... 1
Assault ....................................................................................   2
Robbery ....................................................................................... 0
Adultery ...................................................................................... 2
Speeding ................................................................................   13
Drunken Driving .....................................................................   25
Drunken Driving (second offense) ..................................... 1
Improper Registration ............................................................  3
Driving without a L icen se ......................................................  14
Nonsupport ................................................................................  9
Intoxication ................................................................................  215
Juvenile Delinquencies ...........................................................  3
Intoxication and Disturbing the Peace ..............................  16
Possession of Gambling Machines .......................................  2
Larceny ........................................................................................ 18
Indecent Liberties with a Minor .........................................  1
Neglect of Children .................................................................  4
Idle and Disorderly Person .............................................   1
Indecent Exposure .................................................................... 4
Affray ..........................................................................................  2
Leaving the Scene of an Accident .................................    4
Malicious Mischief .................................................................. 2
Obtaining City Property under False Pretense ............... 1
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2
Vagrancy ................................................................................... 1
Traffic Violation .....................................................................
Breaking, Entering and Larceny in the Daytime ............  1
Breaking, Entering and Larceny in the Nighttime ........ 2
Taking* a Car without the Consent of the O w n er   3
Assault with Attempt to Ravish ..........................................  1
Rape ...........................................................................................  2
Lascivious in Speech and Behavior ....................................  5
Promoting Wrestling Shows without a License ............  2
Reckless Driving .....................................................................  1
Employing a Lemale under the Age of Twenty-one
where Malt Liquor is being dispensed ..................... 5
Truancy ...................................................................................... 1
Violation of the Clam Law .................................................... 2
Larceny o f City Property ......................................................  1
Parking Violation ....................................................................  1
Illegal Sale of Beer on Sunday.............................................  1
Operating an Eating Place without a License ................  1
Selling Real Estate without a License .............................. 1
Operating a Gambling P la c e .................................................. 1
Total Number of Arrests and Prosecutions ...... 405
Other Cases and Emergencies Taken Care of by the
Police Department
0  » % * *
Lodgers taken care of at Police Station ............................ 639
Funerals escorted by Officers ................................................  171
Store Doors left unlocked at n ig h t .......................................  188
Store W indows left unlocked at n ig h t ................................  26
Local Stolen Cars .....................................    26
Local Stolen Cars Recovered ................................................  26
Out-of-town Cars reported stolen .......................................  17
Out-of-town Cars recovered ..................................................  2
Stolen Bicycles reported ................................    16
Stolen Bicycles recovered ....................................................... 16
Light left burning at night in Stores and O ffices   49
 
72
Police Car escorting Red Cross Nurse .............................. 7
Sick Persons taken to Hospital by Police Car ................. 1(5
Maternity Cases taken to Hospital at night by Police Car 9
Merchandise left outside and taken to Station by the
Cruising Car ..................................................................... 25
Insane Cases ............................................................................... oV
Gasoline Pumps found unlocked at night .........................  9
Breaks reported to Police ......................................................  47
Breaks cleared by Conviction ................................................ 34
Persons reported missing ......................................................  18
Persons apprehended for other Departments ...................  11
V
Children returned home from out-of-town .......................  3
Calls made to notify Relatives of Sickness or Death ...... 21
Sudden Deaths on Street ......................................................  4
Drownings ..................................................................................  3
Accidental Deaths .................................................................... 3
Automobile Accidents from December 1, 1940, to N o-
vember 30, 1941, reported to the Station ................. 459
Injured Persons taken to Hospital by O fficers................. 24
Injured Persons taken to Doctor’s Office by Officers .... 31
Injured Persons taken home by Officers ............................ 4
Death caused by Automobile A cciden ts ..............................  3
Suicide by S h ootin g ..............................   1
Suicide by Hanging .................................................................. 2
Suicide by Drowning ...............................................................  1
Larceny reported .................................   102
Other Minor Complaints attended to by Officers ............  290
Total ............................................................................... 2,305
*
The Department has returned to owners, at their valuation, 
property either stolen or lost o f the value of $7,127.50, for 
which receipt was taken.
Respectfully submitted,
V R o d o l p h e  V a n a s s e ,
Acting Chief o f Police.
\
\
\
REPORT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
T o t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C i t y  
C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  B i d d e f o r d .
Gentlemen:
In compliance with the City Charter, I herewith submit- 
the Annual Report o f  the Fire Department, from December 
1, 1940, to November 30, 1941.
Organization
Engine Co. No. 1, Engine Co. No. 2, Ladder Co. No. 1, 
Hose Co. No. 2.
Permanent Force
Chief engineer, 1st assistant engineer, 2nd assistant engi-
neer, 1 lieutenant. 2 enginemen assigned to Engine No. 1 and 
Engine No. 2. 1 relief engineman, 1 chauffeur, 1 tillerman 
assigned to Ladder No. 1. 1 chauffeur for Hose No. 2, 3 
hosemen assigned to Hose No. 2, 1 reliefman for Hose No. 2.
V
/
Call Force
3 captains assigned to Engine No. 1, Engine No. 2 and 
Ladder No. 1. 3 company clerks, 21 hosemen assigned to 
Engine No. 1 and Engine No. 2. 10 laddermen assigned to 
Ladder No. 1. 2 call firemen at Biddeford Pool Fire Station. 
1 steam engineer assigned to Engine No. 3.
Apparatus
The equipment o f  the Fire Department, November 30, 
1941, consisted o f  motor apparatus as fo llow s:
Engine No. 1, Aherns-Fox, 750 
ter hose and pumper.
Engine No. 2, Aherns-Fox, 1,000 gallons per minute, boos-
ter hose and pumper.
gallons per minute, boos-
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Ladder No. 1, Aherns-Fox 75-foot Aerial Ladder Truck 
with the following equipment: 347 feet ladder, ladder pipe 
used as water tower, 1 inhalator and equipment, 1 life net 
(rope) and 1 army stretcher.
1 Hose Truck, combination Hose No. 2, hose and booster
^ 1 X
(Chevrolet).
1 Hose Truck, Hose No. 1, hose and deck gun (G M C ).
1 Steam Engine, No. 3, 700 gallons per minute capacity, 
drawn by Hose No. 2.
1 Portable Forest Pump, capacity per minute 102 gallons.
1 Portable Forest Pump, capacity per minute 65 gallons.
Hose
There are 600 feet o f  one-inch rubber hose, distributed as 
follows: Engine No. 1, 200 feet of booster; Engine No. 2, 
200 feet o f  booster hose; Flose Truck No. 2, 200 feet of 
booster hose. In reserve, 200 feet o f inch booster hose.
There is on hand at the fire headquarters at the present time, 
9,000 feet o f  2^4-inch rubber-line double-jacket fire hose, 
2,500 feet o f l^ - in c h  rubber-line double-jacket fire hose for 
forest fire work.
The amount o f  fire hose distributed outside the city limits 
is as follows: City Homestead, 500 feet of 2 ^2-inch hose; 
Biddeford Pool fire station, 500 feet o f 2 B2-inch hose.
Chemicals (Pony Tanks)
There are i l  three-gallon pony tanks distributed on the 
fire apparatus, as fo llow s:
Engine No. 1, 1 soda and acid type, 2 foam types, 1 CO2 
type extinguisher and 1 Pyrene type extinguisher.
Engine No. 2, 1 soda and acid type, 1 foam type and 1 
Pyrene type extinguisher.
Ladder No. 1, 2 soda and acid type and 1 Pyrene type 
extinguisher.
Hose No. 2, 1 Pyrene type extinguisher.
In reserve, 4 soda and acid type extinguishers.
I
I
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W  ir ing
Replaced on the various fire alarm circuits, mile of old 
iron wire with copper-insulated wire, sizes No. 10 and No. 14.
Fire Alarm System
The Fire Alarm System at present is in good working 
order.
Equipment Bought
1 16-foot R oo f  Ladder for Biddeford Pool Fire Station.
1 34-foot Extension Ladder for Biddeford Pool Fire Sta-
tion.
f .  i  * • * _ •
1 18-foot R oo f Ladder for Central Fire Station, Hose No. 2.
1 36-foot Extension Ladder for Central Fire Station, Hose
No. 2.
18 pairs Rubber Boots.
20 firemen’s Rubber Coats.
'.  (  • • •   *»-•*. •
1 All-Purpose Jack.
/ ” >
1 Davy Fire Escape.
—  C . . . .  ' •' • : . /  # :
1 Portable Forest Pump to replace the one broken at time 
v of the forest fire.
Cost to the City for forest fires in 1941, the sum of 
$1, 684. 37.
i Financial Statement
Appropriation .............................................. $28, 900. 00
Credits ............................................................. 472. 00 •
---------------- $29, 372. 00
• • ’ \  * v  • . . • ;  • v ’ - • • .  ' ‘ ;  * * ’ • \  i  ^
Expenditures ................................................  $28,818.10
Unexpended Balance ....................  $553.90
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Work of Fire Department from December 1, 1940,
to November 30, 1941
Fire Department responded to a total o f 596 calls during 
the vear:
Telephone Alarms .................          422
Box Alarms ............................................................................  91
Still Alarms ...............................................    29
Automatic Sprinkler ........    6
False Alarms ...........................................................................  1
Call for Inhalator ...................................................................  3
Special Calls, such as to unlock doors, open windows,
take cats down from trees, put rope on flagpole .... 42
Sent aid to the following:
North Kennebunkport ........................................................... 15
Kennebunkport ....................................................................... 9
Lyman ....................................................................................... 1
Dayton  ...................................................................................  1
Old Orchard ............'........................    1
North Berwick ........................................................................  2
Cover-up Fire Station, Saco ................................................ 1
Number of Hose Lines laid at Fires ...............................  71
Number of Feet of 2^4-inch Hose laid at hires ............32,100
Number of Feet o f l^ - in c h  Hose laid at F ire s ............13,150
Number of Feet of Ladder raised at Fires ....................  3,581
Number of Hours of Engine W ork at F ir e s .................  35
Number of Hours of Forest Pump W ork at F ire s   40
Number of Pony Tanks used at Fires .............................  3
Number of Fire-Foam used at Gasoline and Grease
Fires .............................................................................   1
Number of times Pyrene Extinguisher used at Gaso-
line and Grease Fires .................................................. 24
Number of times Booster used at Fires ......................... 317
Number of times Forest Pump used at F ire s ...............  15
V¥
/Fire Loss in City of Biddeford
V a l u a t i o n
Value of Buildings ......................................................$624, 542. 00
Value of Contents ........................................................ 318, 749. 00
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Total Value on both .......................................$943, 291. 00
I n s u r a n c e
Insurance on Buildings ............................................. $273, 674. 00
Insurance on Contents ...............................................  226, 320. 00
Total Insurance on both ................................ $499, 994. 00
I n s u r a n c e  L o s s e s
Insurance Loss on Buildings ...................................  $45, 728. 38
Insurance Loss on Contents ..................................... 49, 882. 00
Total Insurance Loss on both .....................  $95, 610. 38
r  - • * - .  * - •  y.
L o s s e s  I n s u r e d  a n d  U n i n s u r e d
Loss on Buildings  $ 51, 309. 33
Loss on Contents .......................................................... 56, 609. 92
/
Total Losses on both, in City and outside
City Limits ...................................................$107, 919. 25
« ‘ . ** • - •, ** ' * ** >, • / ' ,
Fire Outside City Limits
V a l u a t i o n
Value o f  Buildings .......................................................$ 87, 650. 00
Value o f  Contents .....................   26, 500. 00
• j ; ' ’ . • *'  . '  '
Total on both ..........................   $114, 150. 00
I n s u r a n c e
Insurance on Buildings ................................    $60, 800. 00
Insurance on Contents .................................................  17, 000. 00
Total on b o t h ..................................................... $77, 800. 00
•A * » • * *1 -  * » . _ '  , . . . .
r {  :  \  . 1 • ' * -  • K  ‘  • • • . ’  i /
. '  -VB •
• J  • • . .
I n s u r a n c e  L o s s e s  
Insurance Loss on Buildings ..................................... $21,815.72;
Insurance Loss on Contents.......................................  12,804.61
Total on b o t h ....................................................  $34,620.33
L o s s e s  I n s u r e d  a n d  U n i n s u r e d  
Losses Insured and Uninsured on Buildings ......... $29,715.72
Losses Insured and Uninsured on Contents..........  16,578.68
<
Total on both ....................................................  $46,294.40
Total Fire Loss in City and outside City ...............$107,919.25
Total Fire Loss outside City Limits  ....................  46,294.40
/
Fire Losses in City Proper .......................... $61,624.85
t
F r a n k  C a n t a r a ,
Acting Chief.
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THE HOMESTEAD
*
I
I
H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l :
I respectfully submit the following report for the fiscal 
year ending November 30, 1941.
Products Raised at The Homestead
Potatoes .......................... 165 bu. Beets ............................ ... 54 bu.
String Beans ................... 32 bu. Cucumbers .................. ... 59 bu.
Kidney and White Beans 42 bu. Corn ............................ ,... 503 doz.
Tomatoes .........................  48 bu. Cabbages .................... ... 402 lbs.
Turnips ............................  42 bu. -
Carrots .............................  10 bu.
Hay .................................. . 26 tons
Stock at The Homestead, November 30, 1941
3 Horses - 1 Heifer (8 months old)
3 Hogs 93 Hens
6 Cows
Number of Inmates at The Homestead
December, 1940 ......................... 33 June, 1941 ....................................  23
January, 1941 ..........................   37 July, 1941 .....................    23
February, 1941 ......................... 35 August, 1941 .............................  23
March, 1941 ................................ 33 September, 1941 .......................  23
April, ' 1941 .................................. 29 October, 1941 ..............................  24
May, 1941 ....................................  25 November, 1941 ..................   24
Farm Implements
| V  • '  . v . " • i  - v  ** • .
1  Mowing Machine 
1  Single Horse Harness 
1 Double Horse Harness 
1 Double W orking Sled 
1 Double W orking W agon
1 Dump Wagon
2 Cultivators 
1  Weeder 
1 Horse Hoe 
1 Disk Harrow  
1  W ork  Rack
1 Sulky Plow 
1 Manure Spreader 
1 Spring Harrow
1 Corn Planter
2 Horse Rakes
1 Double Hayrack
1 Single Hayrack
2 Hitching Falls
1 Platform Scale
2 Horses’ Hoes
1 Market Wagoh
m : ‘ v* t  /'
* , • * ‘  v  ;  "  . ‘
I
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Furniture
35 Beds 
75 Chairs 
1 Clock
1 Electric Washer
2 Kitchen Stoves
1 Ice Chest
1 Barber Chair
%
1 Set of Dishes 
G Tables
1 Electric Refrigerator
Products on Hand, November 30, 1941
Potatoes    120 bu.
Kidney and White Beans 32 bu.
*
Turnips ................................  31 bu.
Beets   39 bu.
Cucumbers (salted and
pickled) ......................... 35 bu.
Hay   17 tons
Financial Statement
Appropriation ................................................ $6,000.00
Cash Credits ................................................  238.73
Transfers ....................................................... 400.00
Expenditures
Balance on hand
$6,638.73
$6,588.20
$50.53
I have delivered 3,519 quarts of milk to families receiving 
aid from W elfare Department from November 30, 1940, to 
the end of the fiscal year.
During the year, the following necessary repairs and
. %r
improvements were m ade: Repair of barn floor and all the 
windows of the barn and the hen house, and repaired the 
stalls for the cows, and have 30 acres ready for tillage.
Respectfully submitted,
A n t o i n e  A .  P e t i t ,
Superintendent o f The Homestead.
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W. P. A.
November 30, 1941.
T o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l :
I herewith submit my report o f the work accomplished by 
the W . P. A. Department during the fiscal year ending Novem-
ber 30, 1941.
• /
There has been paid by the Federal Government to the 
employees the sum amounting to $49,468.90.
The following is a list o f Projects that were in operation 
December 2, 1940, or have begun since that date:
The Sewing Room  Project was in operation December 2, 
1940, with 52 people working. During the past year, the 
City o f Biddeford has purchased 3,850 yards o f cotton mate-
rial, to the amount of $942.00, and 3,850 yards of woolen 
material, to the amount o f $1,624.50. Out of this material, 
various articles o f  clothing were made, which were turned 
over to the W elfare Department for distribution to the needy 
people o f Biddeford. This project is still in operation, with 
35 people working.
The Elm Street Storm Drain was started on December 10, 
1940. This drain begins at the culvert under the B. & M. R. R. 
near the A . R. Tower. From the culvert, the first 870 feet 
consist o f  a stone-paved ditch; then a reinforced concrete 
culvert pipe extends by way of Harvard Street to Five Points. 
This pipe is all 36 inches except a 400-foot section in Harvard 
Street, where two 18-inch pipes were used. 2,300 feet of 
drain and five manholes were constructed and 800 feet o f 
18-inch pipe, 1,060 feet o f  36-inch pipe and 20 feet o f 42-inch 
pipe were laid.
Financial Statement
Total Expenditures ...................................................... $18,357.03
Amount paid by Federal Government for Payroll $49,468.90
Respectfully submitted,
C o n r a d  F o r t i e r .
iT
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REPORT OF MILK INSPECTOR
A
4 -
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l :
I herewith respectfully submit my report for the year 1941.
Calls at Office ..................................................................    9G
Calls at Stores ............................................................    120
Calls on Producers, Farms and Dairies ..............................  141
* ,  *
Licenses approved ..................................................................... 249
Licenses refused ..............................................    4
Licenses revoked ........................................................................  1
The high standard of all dairy products is being main-
tained, and the general condition of dairies and dairy equip-
ment is very satisfactory.
* ' " H a r r y  D i n e e n ,
Milk Inspector.
f  . ■  ’
REPORT OF BUILDING INSPECTOR
T o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l :
0
I herewith submit my report for the year of 1941.
• , ‘  '  * *  * « *
Remodeling Permits .................................   51
New Building Permits ...............................................................  45
Garage Permits ............................................................................ 25
Total ...................................................................................1^1
Total Value of Remodeling and New Building ....$157,749.00
Respectfully submitted,
«-
t
T h o m a s  B l a n c h e t t e ,
Building Inspector
\ *
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BOARD OF REGISTRATION OF VOTERS
Men Women Total
Ward 1 .......... 315 295 610
Ward 2 .......... 901) 802 1, 707
Ward 3 .......... 731 591 1, 322
W ard 4 ..........  -771 691 1, 462
Ward 0.... ..........  800 788 1, 588
W ard 6 .......... 298 259 557
W ard 7 V.... ........ 1, 051 1, 008 2, 059
Grand Totals ........ ..........4 , 871 4, 434 9, 305
Democratic Enrollments, 1941
f
Men Women Total
W ard 1 ..........  172 136 308
Ward 2 ..........  615 531 1, 146
W ard 3 ..........  434 290 724
W ard 4 ..........  509 403 912
W ard 0.... ..........  441 376 817
W ard 6 ..........  194 157 351
W ard 7 , 512 434 946
Grand Totals ........ 2 , 877 2 , 327 5, 204
Republican Enrollments,
1 '
1941
1
• 0 */: • ’ ■ -V ‘V. Men Women Total
W ard 1 ..........  85 87 172
W ard 2 ..........  I l l 75 186
W ard 3 / ..........  124 82 206
W ard 4 ..........  97 61 158
W ard 5 ..........  153 122 275
W ard i . . . .  ./ , ‘ ..........  48 31 79
W ard[ 7: 7 237 155 392
*
Grand Totals ........ ..........  855 608 1,463
\
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New Registrants for year ....................................................   13?
Changes o f Name by Marriage ...........................................  102
Stricken by Death .......................        108
Registered out-of-town  .............................................    279
Total Transactions ................   626
W e extend our sincere thanks to the Mayor and City 
Officials for their cooperation.
U l d e r i c  C o t e ,  Chairman,
J o s e p h  F. C u r t i s ,
J e r o m e  A. M o r i n ,
Members, Board of Registration of Voters.
*
>
m
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CITY GOVERNMENT
Mayor
Louis B. L a u s i e r
City Council
Councilmen at Large
W i l f r i d  E. F r e c h e t t e
A l p h o n s e  C h r e t i e n H a r r y  E. M c K e n z i e
C h a r l e s  L a l i b e r t e
Ward Councilmen
H a r o l d  C . C u r t i s W ard 1
R o l a n d  R o u s s e l l e Ward 2
A r c h i l l e  C r o t e a u W ard 3
G e o r g e  L .  L a n d r y Ward 4
A l b e r t  C a n t a r a W ard 5
A l f r e d  F .  L e d o u x W ard 6
T h o m a s  P. M c G a r i t y W ard 7
City Clerk
A r m a n d  D u q u e t t e
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, 1
City' Solicitor 
W i l l i a m  P .  D o n a h u e
City'Treasurer
W i l l i a m  E. S h a w
City Auditor 
A l b e r t  E. P a r e
Board of Assessors 
T h o m a s  H. S i m p s o n ,  Chief Assessor 
T h o m a s  F .  F l a n a g a n  ; L i n i e r e  D o y o n
Tax Collector
••• • • • * v 1  r  *
S a u l  G a g n e
Health and Welfare 
D e l v i n a  M a t h u r i n ,  Clerk of Overseers of the P’oor
A n t o i n e  P e t i t ,  Superintendent of The Homestead
j 4 # n # ‘
Dr. J. R. L a r o c h e l l e ,  Physician
/  , » * 4
D r .  O s c a r  P e r r e a u l t ,  Health Officer
Board of Education
* * (A
Louis B. L a u s i e r ,  Chairman
•' .  * * i -  •
J o h n  J. D u n n  S u s a n  N .  P i p e r
L o u i s  J. P a i n c h a u d  C l i f f o r d  M. C h e n e y
Superintendent of Schools 
P h i l l i p  H. W o o d w o r t h
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Truant Officer 
P e r c y  C. M c K e e n
Police Commissioners
E d w a r d  H .  R e n y ,  Chairman
W i l l i e  B e a u d o i n A r m a n d  D u q u e t t e
Chief o f Police 
R o d o l p h e  V a n a s s e
Captain o f Police 
C l e m e n t  D e s c h a m b e a u l t
Board o f Engineers of the Fire Department
F r a n k  C a n t a r a ,  Chief Engineer
"  I t  ' * ‘  •I * * ‘  ~
A r t h u r  L .  G i r a r d ,  First Assistant Engineer 
T i m o t h y  A .  H a y e s ,  Second Assistant Engineer
Street Commissioner, District No. 4
A l b e r t  C a d o r e t t e
Trustees Wvodlawn Cemetery
Louis B. L a u s i e r ,  Chairman
G e o r g e  W . B r i d g m a n J a m e s  S t e v e n s
hi Y
Superintendent, o f Burials
J  * •   k
F r e d e r i c k  D .  R u m e r y
I
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Milk Inspector 
H a r r y  F .  D i n e e n
Electrical Inspector 
E d m o n d  N e a u l t
Inspector of Buildings
i
T h o m a s  B l a n c h e t t e
X  • «
Sealer o f Weights and Measures
E m i l e  L e s s a r d
Board o f Registration o f Voters
U l d e r i c  C o t e ,  Chairman 
J o s e p h  F . C u r t i s  J e r o m e  A .  M o r i n
Members of Sinking Fund Commission
W i l f r i d  L a n d r y ,  Chairman 
E d o u a r d  D e l o r g e  M i c h a e l  J. B o l a n d
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MAYORS OF BIDDEFORD SINCE 1855
1855-56 Daniel E. Somes, Republican 
1857 James Andrews, Republican 
1858-59 Cyrus Gordon, Democrat 
1860 Jonathan Tuck, Democrat
1860 Esreff H. Banks, Republican, unexpired term of
Jonathan Tuck 
1861-62 Seth S. Fairfield, Democrat 
1863-64 John Q. Adams, Democrat 
1865-66 Charles A. Shaw, Democrat 
1867-68 Ferguson Haines, Democrat 
1869 James R. Clark, Democrat 
1870-71 E. W . Wedgewood, Democrat 
1872 Francis G. Warren, Democrat 
1873' James H. McMullan, Republican 
1874-75 Francis G. Warren, Democrat <
1876 John H. Burnham, Democrat
1877 A lfred Pierce, Republican N
1878 Charles M. Moses, Republican
1879 James A. Strout, Democrat
1880 Charles M. Moses, Republican 
1881-82 Elisha E. Clark, Republican 
1883-85 E. W . Staples, Democrat 
1886-87 Samuel F. Parcher, Democrat 
1888-89 C. E. Goodwin, Democrat 
1890-93 E. W . Staples, Democrat 
1894-95 Charles S. Hamilton, Republican
1896-97 Carlos Heard, Citizen and Democrat
/
1898-99 Levi W . Stone, Citizen and Republican
1900-1 Nathaniel B. Walker, Citizen, Democrat and R e-
publican
1902-3 Joseph Gooch, Citizen, Republican and Democrat
1904-5 Nathaniel B. Walker, Citizen and Republican
1906-7 Gilman P. Littlefield, Citizen and Republican
1908-9 Cornelius Horigan, Democrat and Independent
/
90
1910
1913
1916
1917
1920
1921
1922 
1926 
1930 
1932
1934
1935
1936
1937 
1941
12 Albert O. Marcille, Democrat and Independent 
15 James G. C. Smith, Democrat and Independent 
Leopold A. Girard, Democrat and Independent 
19 Hartley C. Banks, Democrat and Independent 
Thomas F. Locke, Democrat and Independent 
Ulysses E. Fosdick, Republican and Citizen
0
25 Edward H. Drapeau, Democrat and Independent 
29 George C. Precourt, Progressive and Republican 
31 Cornelius Horigan, Democrat and Independent 
33 Jerome A. Morin, Republican and Progressive 
George E. Beauchesne, Progressive
36 Arthur J. Remillard, Democrat
37 Frederick H. Mitchell, Democrat
^ %
40 W ilfred Landry, Democrat 
Louis B. Lausier, Democrat
4
r
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CITY CLERKS OF BIDDEFORD SINCE 1855
1855-57 Levi Loring, Jr.
1857-59 Frederick D. Edgerly
1860 George H. Knowlton
1861-69 Frederick D. Edgerly
1870-72 John A. Staples
1873-74 Cyrus P. Berry
1875-76 Samuel Tripp
1877-78 Cyrus P. Berry
1879 Frank W . Roberts
1880-82 Charles H. Parcher
1883-93 Edgar A. Hubbard
1894-95 Charles E. Pillsbury
1896-97 William P. Freeman
1898-99 Dennis Murphy
1900-3 Dayton T. Moore
1904-6 Daniel H. B. Hooper
1907-9 Albert O. Marcille
1910-17 Thomas F. Locke
1918-21 Edmond Bergeron
1922 Ernest Petit
1923-25 Arthur H. Hevey
1926-29 Alfred Lantagne
1930-31 Joseph J. Salvas
1932-34 Joseph O. LaCourse
1935-41 Armand Duquette
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